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to work; and at present, out of over 200 qualified refugees,
only four doctors and one dentist are practising. Sir John
Anderson has probably locked up these five by the time
this book is published. A doctor, a skilled journalist, a
diamond cutter, considered themselves fortunate if they
were able to earn a little money as domestic servants. All
of them were, of course, told that, unless they could bring
in the cash or set up businesses giving employment to
British workers, they must clear out to other countries.
And this at a time when England is menaced by a rapidly
falling birth-rate.
The outbreak of war closed all the immigrant countries
to the refugees except the U.S.A. Nearly a hundred thous-
and people were left stranded in this country: they could
neither work here nor could they, as had been the Govern-
ment's intention, get out as soon as possible. Thereupon
the Government policy changed; no one-man tribunals
were set up all over the country under barristers or judges,
and empowered to give either A., B. or C. Certificates
to the refugees. A. meant internment; B. freedom, but
under certain restrictions; G. complete freedom.
Through no fault of their own, the men selected to judge
about the refugees were only too frequently totally unsuited
for the job. There were immense variations according to
the temperament of the particular judge. But one fairly
general rule was observed. The non-political refugee was
regarded as more reliable than the political exile. This
, distinction of refugee and exile is of special importance.
Refugees are people who have fled from their country
and are seeking to set up a home elsewhere with little
hope or intention of returning to their native land: exiles
. are men and women who have fled from their country in
order to prosecute revolutionary warfare against the Third
Reich. The vast majority of the exiles belong to the Left-
Wing political parties, and to the trade union movement,
for the simple reason that most of the leaders of the other
parties were crypto-Fascists who have come to terms with